
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3787April 24, 1996
decade ago. If this were the only figure,
this 17,000, it would be huge by any
measure. But, in fact, you find thou-
sands and thousands of contract em-
ployees. If you wonder where the rest
of these employees are, there are 6,000
in Washington, there is another ap-
proximately 1,200, a 1,000 to 1,300 in 10
regional offices across the country.

When I get down to my State of Flor-
ida, we had a total, I believe, of 65 EPA
employees in this particular fiscal
year.

So people who think that EPA is out
there in the States protecting the envi-
ronment, it is not so. They are in
Washington, and they are passing
countless rules and regulations. A tre-
mendous amount is spent on adminis-
tration.

And then some of the programs we
have heard talked about like
Superfund. Superfund, I have explained
to the House, over 80 percent of the
funds on Superfund have been spent on
attorney fees and studies.

I had a gentleman visit me in my of-
fice yesterday, and he said a Superfund
site in Florida was identified in 1984.
He said it went through a half a dozen
project administrators and they still
have not done anything to resolve the
problems of the Superfund site. That is
in Florida.

Here is a site in Nevada. Lyon Coun-
ty commissioners, and this is part of a
release from them, asked the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency to halt
mercury cleanup program of the Car-
son River. The mercury that they were
going to clean up is left over from min-
ing operations of the Comstock Lode in
the 1800’s.

Then we have another example, of
Vermont here, Burlington, Vermont.
Twelve years ago, after a site was
picked there to clean up some hazard-
ous waste left over from a coal gasifi-
cation plant, nothing was done. They
spent millions of dollars. Very little
was done in the way of environmental
cleanup.

So we are paying more, we are get-
ting less, and the more I talk about
this, the more examples that are
brought for me from across the coun-
try, and that is part of the debate. Re-
publicans favor protecting the environ-
ment, preserving the environment. Re-
publicans favor clean water, clean air,
clean land. But when you spend money
like this, when the money goes for a
bureaucracy like this, and it does not
go for a cleanup, then we have a real
problem.

I want to quote as I get towards the
end here a comment from Carol
Browner, EPA administrator, who said
in the New York Times in 1993, in No-
vember: ‘‘When I worked at the state
level, I was constantly faced with rigid
rules that made doing something 110
times more difficult and expensive
than it needed to be. It makes no sense
to have a program that raises costs
while doing nothing to reduce environ-
mental threats.’’

Now, that is Carol Browner, former
Florida EPA administrator, comment-

ing on her experience in dealing with
the Federal Government.

So, Mr. Speaker, I call on Carol
Browner, I call on this administration,
I call on my colleagues, to stop paying
more and getting less. We can do a bet-
ter job if we concentrate and effec-
tively utilize our limited taxpayer dol-
lars.
f

A SPECIAL DAY, A SPECIAL
EVENT, AND VERY SPECIAL STU-
DENTS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. DE LA GARZA]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DE LA GARZA. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend I participated in an Earth Day cele-
bration back home in my district. The event
was a Hometown Trees celebration and took
place at the Kika de la Garza Elementary
school whose principal is Mr. Jose Louis
Trigo.

We planted a live oak tree in remembrance
of the children of the Oklahoma bombing trag-
edy. This was donated by first grader Amy
Sojak and her classmates. Amy and her class-
mates are students of Miss Veronica Galvan.
Fourth grade student Joel Espinoza was the
master of ceremonies. And awards were pre-
sented to the following students for their es-
says which emphasized the special and
unique benefits provided by trees: Victor
Villarreal, Brandi Martinez, Andres Aguilar,
Juan Carlos Lopez, and Denise Sepulveda.

What was particularly exciting about the oc-
casion is that 10 year old Victor Villarreal was
recognized as the Hometown Trees National
Essay Contest Winner for the Southwest re-
gion. He is the son of Guadalupe and
Francisca Villarreal.

Over the past 5 years, Hometown Trees,
sponsored by IGA supermarkets, Louisiana-
Pacific and Coca-Cola, has teamed up with
thousands of local volunteers in communities
nationwide to ensure that the future genera-
tions will enjoy the ecological and aesthetic
benefits of trees. This year, as part of the
Hometown Trees initiative, IGA sponsored a
nationwide environmental essay contest for
children age 12 and under.

Young Victor won the contest—quite an ac-
complishment and one of which he can be
very proud. His essay was chosen for its
uniqueness and creativity. It vividly captures
the importance of trees from a child’s perspec-
tive.

It reads: ‘‘Trees are important in my home-
town because at La Joya, ‘The Jewel of the
Valley,’ we treasure trees—our jewels. They
add that special spark that only nature can
provide. Anything that mother nature creates,
is a true treasure that no other power can
originate. Treasure your jewels!’’

To specifically honor Victor’s accomplish-
ment a tree donated by IGA and Carl’s Gro-
cery was planted. It will forever be a living
monument to him. These trees will be enjoyed
by all the community.

What made this occasion particularly unique
for me is that I feel the sentiments expressed
by Victory are shared by his fellow students.
What I saw in the faces of the youngsters was
an eagerness not just to participate in an
event for the one day we officially recognize
as Earth Day, but rather a desire to make
every day Earth Day.

This tells me that as we celebrate this 26th
Anniversary we have passed on to our chil-
dren and grandchildren how important it is to
look after our environment in the way we live
our lives every day. That is quite an accom-
plishment—and Victor, and all of his fellow
students, are quite an outstanding group of
youngsters.
f

THE 81ST ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. DINGELL] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I join all
of my colleagues today in commemora-
tion of April 24, 1996, the 81st anniver-
sary of the Armenian genocide which
occurred under such tragic cir-
cumstances 81 years ago, and it is my
purpose to join with my colleagues to
insist that such inhumanity never be
repeated again.

Mr. Speaker, today we are recalling
the loss of 11⁄2 million Armenians who
were killed and a half million more
who were driven from Turkey. No per-
son of any decency can do other than
oppose this sort of inhumanity, and all
join in a statement of hope for a world
free of genocide and ethnic conflict.

I have the great privilege to rep-
resent a large and active Armenian
population, many of whom have par-
ents and grandparents who were
amongst the persecuted religious, po-
litical, and intellectual leaders in the
turn of the century Armenia.

Today’s Michigan community of Ar-
menians follow the great tradition of
doing much to further the commercial,
political, and intellectual growth of
Michigan and of the country. It is my
hope that today’s effort to honor the
victims and the survivors of this geno-
cide will educate all of us, will educate
our neighbors country men and all of
the world’s people so that peace re-
mains a priority of this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, this is the 81st anniver-
sary of the Armenian genocide. We
look back to honor those who have
died, but we also look forward and say,
‘‘Never again.’’
f
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BUDGET SHORTFALL FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. HUNTER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, a couple
of days ago I announced, along with
the chairman of the Committee on Na-
tional Security, that we were going to
address a shortfall in funding under the
Clinton administration budget that se-
riously impeded the capability of our
pilots to operate their aircraft effec-
tively and safely. That was done on the
heels of the hearing in which we talked
about the three, now four, F–14 crashes
since the first of January and the three
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